^tlllllllllllllllUIIIIIIIIIII HUM Mil  HIM  II II 1 1  •  I  I  1 1 1  ■  <  1 1  ■  ■  1 1 1 I  •  I  1  ■  ■  ■ mi. 1  ■  I  ■  1  ■  1 1  1 1  •  I  ■  ■  ■  I  I  I  I  ■  I  i  r0 

Synopsis  of 

\  Proceedings  \ 

Fifty-first  Annual  Meeting 


Esto  Perpetua 


Dominion  (grange 

PATRONS  OF  HUSBANDRY 


Carls  Rite  Hotel,  Toronto 

December  7th,  l</25  j 

''<li   1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  j  ■:  1 1 1 ■  i  <  1 1 1  ■  ■  1 1 1  ■  1 1 1  ■  ■  1 1 !  1 1  ■  1 1 1  r  1 1 1  ■ lit i  ■  1 1 1 1 1 1 1  ■  1 1 1 1 1 1  i  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  ■  ■  1 1 1 1 1 1  ■  ■  > 1 1 1  ■  i  ■  1 1 i  ■  t  ■  ■ t  -v 


OFFICERS  OF  DOMINION  GRANGE 

ELECTED  AT  51st  SESSION 

Worthy  Master W.  E.  Wardell,  St.  Thomas,  R.R.  1 

Worthy  Overseer        .       .       .  W.  J.  Goodfellow,  Stroud,  R.R.  2 

Worthy  Lecturer     ....      Harry  Palmer,  Port  Stanley,  R.R.  2 

Worthy  Chaplain W.  L.  W.  Fisher,  Burlington 

Worthy  Secretary-Treas.,  Miss  Hattie  Robinson,  St.  Thomas,  R.R.  1 
Worthy  Recording  Secretary     .      William  Glenn,  St.  Thomas,  R.R.  6 

Worthy  Steward William  Ries,  Sr.,  Clifford 

Worthy  Asst.  Steward W.  A.  Osborn,  Parrie 

Worthy  Lady  Assistant   ....      Mrs.  H.  Palmer,  Port  Stanley 

Worthy  Gatekeeper John  Stewart,  Gorrie,  R.R.  1 

Worthy  Ceres     .       .       .      Miss  Annie  McMaster,  Palmerston,  R.R.  3 

Worthy  Pomona Mrs.  E.  H.  Dorman,  Long  Branch 

Worthy  Flora    ....      Mrs.   James  Mcintosh,   Guelph,   R.R.    7 
Worthy  Auditor Alvin   H.   Wice,   Allandale 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 
J.   G.   Lethbridge,   M.L.A.,   Glencoe  J.    C.   Dixon,   Mooreficld 

REPRESENTATIVES  FAIR  BOARD 

National — J.  C.  Dixon,  Moorefield 
Western — W.  E.  Wardell,  St.  Thomas. 

PAST  MASTERS 


S.  W.  Hill       .       .       . 

1874-78 

George  E.  Fisher 

.      1896 

H.  Hilborn     . 

1879-80 

W.  F.  W.  Fisher 

1897-98 

W.  M.  Blair  . 

.      1881 

Jabel  Robinson    . 

1899-03 

Alfred  Gifford     . 

.      1882 

Henry  Grose 

1904-05 

Jabel  Robinson    . 

1883-84 

J.  G.  Lethbridge 

1906-08 

Robert  Wilkie     . 

1885 

E.  C.  Drury   . 

1909-10 

Robert  Currie 

.      1886 

W.  E.  Burton      . 

.       1911 

Charles  Moffat     . 

1887-88 

Henry  Glendenning 

.       1912 

George  Copeland 

.      1880 

W.  C.  Good    . 

1913-14 

Henry  Glendenning, 

1890-91 

Vvr.  E.  Wardell    .       . 

.       1915 

Peter  Hepinstall 

1892-93 

J.  C.  Dixon     . 

1916-20 

Dawson  Kennedy 

1894-95 

Howard  Bertram 

1921-24 

PRESENT  MASTER 
W.  E.  Wardell,  1925-26 


Synopsis  of  Proceeding  of  the 

DOMINION  GRANGE 

FIFTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  MEETING 

1925 

CARLS    RITE   ASSEMBLY    ROOM 
Toronto 


December  7th,  Monday. 

The  Dominion  Grange,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  opened  in  due 
form  in  the  fourth  degree  at  1.30  p.m.  by  the  Worthy  Master,  W.  E. 
Wardell,  assisted  by  the  following  officers: — Overseer,  Harry 
Palmer,  Apple  Grove  Grange;  Lecturer,  W.  J.  Goodfellow,  Painswick 
Grange;  Chaplain,  Miss  A.  McMaster,  Maitland  Grange;  Steward, 
Alvin  H.  Wice,  Painswick  Grange;  Assistant  Steward,  W.  A.  Osborn, 
Edgar  Grange;  Lady  Assistant,  Mrs.  H.  Palmer,  Apple  Grove  Grange; 
Recording  Secretary,  Wm.  Glenn,  Forest  Rose  Grange;  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  Miss  H.  Robinson,  Elgin  Div.,  Grange;  Gatekeeper, 
William  Ries,  Sr.,  Ninth  Line  Grange. 

Moved  by  Miss  Robinson,  seconded  by  William  Glenn,  that  the 
minutes  of  the  fiftieth  annual  session,  as  printed,  copies  of  which 
were  distributed,  be  adopted.     Carried. 

The  Worthy  Master,  in  a  few  appropriate  remarks  eulogizing 
the  late  Queen  Mother  Alexandra,  asked  the  Grange  to  rise  in  silence 
for  one  minute  as  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  one  beloved  and 
respected  by  the  nation  and  the  world. 

He  referred  to  the  general  condition  of  the  farming  community, 
which  had  been  one  of  good  harvests  and  prices  of  an  upward 
tendency  during  the  past  year,  hoping  for  a  pleasant  and  profitable 
session.  He  also  mentioned  the  unfailing  kindness  of  the  President, 
E.  M.  Carroll,  and  the  staff  of  the  Carls  Rite  hotel,  who  have  for 
many  years  placed  this  beautiful  audience  room  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Grange  free  of  charge,  and  asked  that  the  members  recom- 
mend it  to  their  travelling  friends  and  the  general  public  as  one 
where  they  would  get  good  services  and  hospitality. 

He  referred  briefly  to  the  National  Grange,  which  would  meet 
this  year  in  Portland,  Maine,  in  November,  assuring  the  members 
of  inspiration  and  benefit  were  they  fortunate  enough  to  be  able 
to  attend. 

Speaking  as  the  representative  of  this  body  to  the  Western  Fair 
Board,  he  reported  a  splendid  year  in  every  department,  with  a 
gate  receipt  of  $30,000.  The  directors  have  built  a  new  grand 
stand  at  a  cost  of  $14,000.  The  management  tried  to  interest  all 
kinds  of  people  with  a  diversity  of  exhibits  and  attractions,  the 
whole  fair  being  most  educative  and  interesting.  He  always  enjoyed 
the  meetings  of  the  directorate  as  a  representative  of  the  Dominion 
Grange. 

On  motion  address  adopted. 


Report  on  Bible  Study 

Worthy  Master,  Brothers  and  Sisters: 

As  delegate  to  this  assembly  from  Forest  Rose  Grange,  the 
members  wish  me  to  bring  before  you  for  discussion  a  resolution, 
which  reads,  "Resolved  that  bible  study  should  be  put  on  the 
curriculum  of  all  Protestant  public  schools." 

In  support  of  our  resolution,  has  there  ever  been  a  faith,  creed 
or  religion  that  has  done  so  much  for  civilization  and  the  people  of 
the  earth  as  the  Christian  faith?  Not  one.  Wherever  it  goes  it  teaches 
love,  kindness,  gentleness,  justice  and  truth;  virtues  essential  to  be 
a  good  citizen,  and  it  has  carried  those  virtues  into  the  darkest 
corners  of  the  earth  and  made  good,  kindly  citizens  out  of  some 
of  the  savage  races  of  the  world  such  as  no  other  has  done.  Every 
child  under  the  protection  of  the  British  flag  has  a  right  to  his  or 
her  fullest  spiritual,  moral  and  intellectual  development,  and  few 
people  dispute  the  fact  that  religious  instruction  and  religious 
education  are  fundamental  to  national  stability  and  good  citizenship. 

Now  this  is  a  far  reaching  question,  and,  of  course,  has  its 
affirmative  and  negative  sides.  We  do  not  want  to  start  a  con- 
troversy, but  rather  to  awaken  the  conscience  of  the  people.  Not  a 
purely  political  conscience,  but  a  purely  Canadian  Conscience  and 
place  before  that  awakened  conscience  the  facts  of  the  ever  in- 
creasing tide  of  corruption  and  crime  sweeping  over  this  continent, 
and  by  so  doing,  stimulate  a  desire  for  religious  training  and 
teaching  of  all  Canadian  children  the  one  sure  remedy  to  lessen 
crime,  and  also  to  raise  up  a  people  able  to  master  the  problems 
of  the  present  and  grasp  the  possibilities  of  the  future,,  and  become 
a  great  moral  factor  in  the  world's  progress.  If  the  world  is  to  be 
saved  for  civilization  and  crime  controlled  we  have  come  to  a  time 
when  education  must  concern  itself  about  the  moral  and  Christian 
character  of  our  children.  How  can  we  expect  to  have  Christian 
or  moral  character  without  some  training  in  the  fundamentals  of 
the  Christian  faith?  This  training  should  start  with  the  child  at 
the  most  receptive  and  sensitive  period  of  its  life.  Nowhere  is 
religious  influence  of  more  vital  importance  than  in  the  education 
of  the  young.  Banish  God  and  the  truths  of  God  out  of  the  class- 
room and  moral  training,  which  is  the  chief  part  of  education, 
becomes  an  impossibility.  What  room  is  there  for  moral  training 
in  a  place  where  the  very  principles  by  which  the  moral  law  derives 
its  binding  force  is  set  aside? 

Religious  knowledge,  made  practical,  lays  its  hand  gently  but 
firmly  upon  the  evil  passions  of  the  human  heart  and  directs  right 
reason  and  helps  each  one  to  raise  above  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
righteousness.  Humanity,  trained  and  developed  intellectually  and 
not  morally  and  religiously,  is  a  fearful  force  to  be  let  loose  on 
the  earth.  The  lack  of  religious  training  is  the  one  reason  why  we 
have  so  often  to  resort  and  appeal  to  the  law,  investigations  and 
committees  to  heal  our  commercial  and  social  ills  and  differences. 
The  whole  community,  and  every  community  should  have  an  interest 
in  the  moral  training  and  the  redemption  of  all  children  and  in 
helping  them  to  live  moral  lives  and  do  nobler  deeds. 

The  teaching  of  the  bible  on  the  curriculum  of  Protestant  schools 
is  not  impracticable.  Let  us  first  convince  ourselves  of  its  necessity, 
and  God-fearing  men  will  find  a  way. 

Since  the  peace  treaty  was  signed  at  Versailles  and  the  League 
of  Nations  was  formed,  that  body  of  Europe's  great  diplomats  and 
statesmen  have  met  from  time  to  time  at  various  place  in  conference 


to  solve  a  plan  by  which  there  would  be  no  more  war,  or,  in  other 
words,  to  outlaw  war  by  arbitration,  and  each  time  they  are  getting 
a  little  nearer  their  goal  and  each  time  they  are  adding  a  little 
more  Christian  spirit  into  their  efforts.  This  year,  192  5,  which  has 
brought  so  many  clouds  of  fear  and  which  has  threatened  so  many 
storms  of  war  and  conflict,  is  ending  in  a  great  spiritual  movement 
toward  peace.  In  the  shadow  of  the  mighty  Alps  at  Lacarno  it 
would  seem  as  if  that  Christian  spirit  of  peace  brooded  over  those 
statesmen  in  conference  there  who  held  the  fate  of  millions  of  men 
and  women  in  the  outcome  of  their  efforts.  Where  Sir  Austin 
Chamberlain  put  on  record  as  no  man  has  ever  done  before  for 
ages.  What  spiritual  moral  and  intellectual  education  combined 
can  do  for  a  man,  and  also  for  humanity  by  bringing  the  conference 
into  a  compact  which  is  believed  to  be  a  herald  of  peace  on  earth 
and  goodwill  to  men.  It  is  not  in  the  League  of  Nations  nor  the 
Locarno  pact  that  we  have  our  greatest  hope,  but  in  the  Christian 
spirit  by  which  all  of  them  are  guided. 

Civilization,  which  has  for  its  foundation  and  origin  the 
Christian  faith,  has  been  almost  working  miracles,  even  with  the 
uncivilized  tribes  and  heathen  nations.  Today  we  find  Christian 
principles  in  the  laws  governing  and  guiding  some  of  the  most 
savage  tribes;  and  they  are  becoming  gradually  more  civilized  and 
merciful,  and  will  soon  be  a  real  asset  to  the  world.  Nations  are 
not  made  up  of  the  loot  of  bloody  battlefields,  but  of  precious  gems 
of  thought  the  inspiration  of  Christian  statesmen,  collected  through 
the  ages  and  framed  together  forming  the  constitution  which  is 
the  foundation  of  a  nation. 

With  all  this  evidence  of  what  the  bible  has  done,  and  can  do, 
we  have  stretched  across  our  continent  a  system  of  Protestant  public 
schools  that  omit  from  the  curriculum  bible  study.  We  therefore 
ask  you  to  join  with  us  in  appealing  for  religious  education  and 
training  for  all  God's  children  in  our  Dominion,  and  ask  that  they 
be  taught  the  theory  of  religion  and  that  they  be  trained  into  moral 
habits,   observances,   and  religious  life. 

WM.    GLENN, 

Lecturer,  Forest  Rose  Grange. 

Moved  by  Brother  Goodfellow,  seconded  by  Bro.  Lethbridge, 
that  the  resolution  be  sent  on  to  the  resolution  committee.  Both 
mover  and  seconder  complimented  the  speaker  on  the  able  manner 
in  which  he  presented  the  subject. 

The  Worthy  Master  referred  to  the  technical  school  and  the 
advisability  of  teaching  dressmaking  and  sewing  in  the  public 
schools. 

The  Weed  Act 

A  resolution,  given  by  Harry  Palmer  from  Apple  grove  Grange, 
"that  the  Weed  Act  now  on  the  statute  books  be  more  rigidly 
enforced,"  led  to  an  animated  discussion  participated  in  by  the 
Worthy  Master  and  Brothers  Goodfellow,  Stewart  and  Dixon. 

It  was  finally  carried  on  motion  that  the  Grange  solicit  the 
assistance  of  township  and  county  councils  in  appointing  inspectors 
in  their  localities  to  try  to  combat  this  ever-increasing  nuisance. 

English  Pheasants 

W.  E.  Wardell  introduced  and  explained  the  action  of  the 
government  in  supplying  eggs  free  of  charge  on  application  to 
residents  with  a  view  to  the  introduction  of  this  beautiful  and  useful 
bird. 
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The  discussion  that  followed  was  favorable  to  the  action  of 
Department  of  Game  and  Fisheries,  and  the  Grange  recommended 
a  trial. 

Bro.  Glenn  told  of  the  good  results  in  their  neighborhood  being 
introduced  through  the  school  children. 

Note — Any  Grange  or  individuals  wishing  to  avail  themselves 
of  this  privilege  write  to  Dept.  Game  and  Fisheries,  Parliament 
Buildings,  Toronto,  for  directions  and  application  forms. 


Township  Boards 


Bro.  Wice,  Painswick  Grange,  "Resolved  that  the  Grange  is 
opposed  to  township  boards  for  schools"  brought  a  lively  and 
animated  discussion.      On  motion  referred  to  resolution  committee. 

In  the  discussion  many  of  those  present  took  exception  to  the 
costly  and  often  unnecessary  equipment  compulsory  if  the  grant  is 
to  be  obtained.  Both  sides  of  consolidated  schools  were  shown  by 
Bros.  Dixon,  Stewart,  Lethbridge,  Goodfellow,  Palmer  and   Ries. 

Historic  Sites  and  Indian  Forts 

By  Sister  Robinson,  Elgin  Division  Grange,  "Resolved  that 
the  Canadian  historic  spots  and  ancient  Indian  forts  be  reserved  in 
some  way  from  desecration  and  obliteration." 

Supporting  the  resolution  it  was  pointed  out  that  at  the  present 
time  the  ruins  of  numerous  Indian  villages  were  in  existence,  which 
if  not  soon  preserved,  would  pass  away.  In  Elgin  is  to  be  found 
the  capital  of  the  Neutral  Indians  called  St.  Alexis  by  the  French 
missionaries  where  the  last  stand  of  that  ill-fated  nation  took  place 
before  their  destruction  by  the  Iroquois  Indians.  This  important 
village  with  marks  of  two  earthworks  and  adjacent  cornfields  is 
still  visible,  although  trees  of  large  size  have  since  grown  on  the 
walls.  Middlesex  and  Simcoe  and  other  counties  still  retain  remains 
of  the  aboriginies.  These  sites  will  some  day  be  valuable  if  preserved 
now.  There  are  historic  sites,  of  which  one  has  lately  been  bought 
by  a  Detroit  syndicate  is  an  example.  The  old  home  with  land 
adjoining. on  Lake  Erie  of  Col.  Talbot,  which  has  been  used  as  a 
picnic  resort  for  generations,  is  now  closed  to  the  public  to  become 
the  playground  of  the  wealthy  from  the  United  States.  This 
property  could  have  been  purchased  for  a  song  a  short  time  ago. 
Now  it  is  too  late,  and  no  doubt  there  are  others  equally  interesting 
and  beautiful  that  should  be  secured  by  historical  societies, 
Municipalities  or  the  government  for  the  descendants  of  the  pioneers 
who  rescued  this  land  from  a  wilderness. 

A  spirited  discussion  took  place  in  which  J.  G.  Lethbridge, 
M.L.A.,  pointed  out  that  the  Canadians  were  buying  Florida  whilst 
the  United  States  people  were  buying  parts  of  Muskoka  and  the 
shores  of  Lake  Erie. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  committee,  who  reported 
that  it  was  thought  each  section  of  the  province  should  attend  to 
this  important  matter  themselves. 

National  Brands 

H.  B.  Cowan  of  the  Farm  and  Dairy,  Peterborough,  though 
unable  to  be  present  sent  a  suggestion.  "Resolved  that  the  Grange 
recommend  the  use  of  National  Brands  on  our  products,  dairy  at 
least."     New  Zealand,  Australia  and  Denmark  all  have  these  brands 


A  discussion  followed  led  by  Bro.  Dixon  who  pointed  out  that 
many  firms  were  already  using  brands.  Disposition  of  the  resolu- 
tion left  over  in  hopes  that  Bro.  Cowan  would  present  the  case  later. 

The  Worthy  Master  appointed  Bros.  Goodfellow,  Palmer  and 
Wice  a  resolution  committee. 

National  Fair 

Bro.  J.  C.  Dixon,  of  Moorefield,  gave  his  report  as  representative 
on  National  Fair  Board,  describing  the  measures  adopted  and  the 
wonderful  success  of  the  immense  exhibition,  which  has  grown  to 
immeasurable  proportions.  In  his  opinion  the  only  fault  was  too 
much  money  being  spent  on  entertainments  that  were  useless  as 
educators  and  not  in  harmony  with  an  agricultural  exhibition. 
Personally  enjoyed  the  directorate  meetings. 

Mrs.  Doleman  referred  to  the  amount  of  German  goods  to  be 
found  at  the  fair. 

Secretary's  Report 

Worthy  Master,  Sisters  and  Brothers: 

The  past  year  has  been  a  quiet  one,  the  membership  remaining 
about  the  same.  One  Grange  that  has  been  dormant  for  some 
time  expects  to  be  reinstated  this  winter.  The  National  Grange 
Master,  Bro.  L.  J.  Taber,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  kindly  forwarded  the 
annual  password  for  192  5  which  was  passed  on  to  you. 

Last  session  it  was  voted  to  ask  for  representation  on  the 
Royal  Fair  Board.  In  replying,  the  secretary  of  that  association 
stated  that  there  was  no  vacancy  on  the  directorate  at  present, 
should  one  occur  would  be  pleased  to  accede  to  our  request. 

Last  year's  resolutions  were  forwarded  to  the  proper  members 
with  favorable  replies. 

The  National  Grange  Monthly,  the  official  organ  of  the  Grange, 
can  now  be  obtained  for  37  cents  a  year  through  your  secretary. 
An  invaluable  magazine  for  programmes  and  Grange  news.  Each 
Grange  family  in  the  United  States  receives  it.  I  wish  we  could  do 
the  same.  It  would  be  a  great  incentive  to  Grange  activities. 
The  cost  of  printing  has  advanced  so  much  lately  that  the  distribu- 
tions of  "The  Proceedings"  was  quite  expensive,  therefore,  only  a 
synopsis  was  given  last  year.  It  had  been  suggested  that  Granges 
order  extra  copies  at  a  small  fee  of  five  cents  each  for  outsiders. 

No  doubt  this  year  some  Granges  will  mark  anniversaries, 
which  should  be  used  to  the  advantages  of  the  Order.  Last  fall, 
Forest  Rose  Grange  celebrated  their  fiftieth  year  with  a  splendid 
meeting  in  their  comfortable  hall  with  two  charter  members  present 
and  an  old  time  enjoyable  programme.  Every  Grange  should  have 
occasionally  open  meetings  with  debates,  contests,  etc.,  with  other 
organizations  in  the  neighborhood.  Have  it  written  up  for  the  local 
papers,  the  Farmers'  Sun  and  the  National  Monthly.  A  social 
meeting  with  games,  etc.,  in  a  member's  home  provides  a  welcome 
change.  The  Farmers'  Sun  program  column  outlined  a  baseball 
questionaire,  which  has  proved  very  educative  and  entertaining. 
Questions  on  the  county,  the  government,  what  every  one  should 
know,  and  geography,  have  each  been  tried  with  good  results.  Full 
directions  to  the  way  Apple  Grove  and  the  County  Grange  utilized 
this  suggestion  will  be  gladly  sent  on  application.  The  district 
representatives  should  be  utilized  for  open  Grange  meetings.  Their 
assistance  is  invaluable  to  us.  The  fraternal  side  must  not  be 
forgotten,  sickness  or  trouble  should  be  recognized  at  once. 


The  incomparable  ritual,  if  properly  used,  is  one  of  the  strong 
features  of  our  Order.  The  Granges  that  lived  up  to  the  ritual 
are  the  ones  that  have  endured.  O.  H.  Kelley  of  Washington,  D.C., 
to  whom  came  the  vision  of  our  wonderful  order,  has  written  a 
pamphlet  on  "The  Making  of  the  Ritual."  In  it  he  says,  "It  took 
three  years  thinking,  writing  and  correcting,  with  the  aid  of  the 
other  seven  founders  and  his  niece  Miss  C.  Hall,  before  the  first 
initiation  service  could  be  tried  out  in  February,  1868,  that  of 
Maid  with  Manuscript  copies  and  paper  regalia.  To  Miss  Hall  we  are 
indebted  for  the  full  membership  of  women.  She  composed  the 
funeral  service  and  compiled  the  songs.  J.  R.  Thompson  was  the 
author  of  The  Dedication  of  Grange  Halls.  The  Harvest  Feast  in 
the  fourth  degree  was  an  inspiration  through  need  of  refreshment  at 
that  juncture. 

Our  ritual  is  considered  by  competent  judges  to  be  the  finest 
in  existence.  The  whole  aim  is  to  elevate  and  dignify  our  calling. 
The  lectures  are  intended  for  moral  improvement  to  encourage 
beautifying  our  home,  improving  ourselves,  and,  above  all,  to  teach 
us  to  look  through  nature  to  nature's  God." 

Let  us  not  neglect  this  valuable  asset   in  our  home   granges. 

HATTIE   ROBINSON. 

On  motion  the  report  was  adopted. 

Election  of  Officers 

The  election  of  officers  then  took  place  resulting  as  follows: 
Worthy  Master — W.  E.  Wardell,  re-elected. 
Worthy  Overseer — W.  J.  Goodfellow. 
Worthy  Lecturer — H.  Palmer. 
Worthy  Chaplain — W.  F.  W.  Fisher. 

Worthy  Secretary-Treasurer — Miss  Hattie  Robinson,   re-elected. 
Worthy  Recording  Secretary — William  Glenn. 
Worthy  Steward — W.  Ries,  Sr. 
Worthy  Assistant  Stewart — W.  A.  Osborn. 
Worthy  Lady  Assistant  Steward — Mrs.  H.   Palmer. 
Worthy  Gatekeeper — John  Stewart. 
Worthy  Ceres — Miss  Annie  McMaster. 
Worthy  Pomona — Mrs.  E.  H.  Dolman. 
Worthy  Flora — Mrs.  James  Mcintosh. 
Worthy  Auditor — Alvin  H.  Wice. 
Executive  Committee — J.  G.  Lethbridge,  J.  C.  Dixon. 
Representatives  Fair  Boards — 

National — J.  C.  Dixon,  re-elected. 

Western — W.  E.  Wardell,  re-elected. 

The  officers  were  then  most  impressively  installed  by  Bro. 
Lethbridge  and  Bro.  Dixon,  assisted  by  the  secretary.  A  pleasing 
feature  of  the  occasion  was  that  each  member  elected  was  present 
and  was  duly  installed,  accepting  the  office  with  the  determination 
to  do  his  or  her  best  for  the  good  of  the  order. 

On  motion  of  Bros.  Lethbridge  and  Dixon  adjournment  was 
then  made  for  supper. 

The  members  assembled  at  6.30  in  the  spacious  and  beautiful 
dining  room  of  the  Carls  Rite,  tables  having  been  reserved  for  the 
party,  and  enjoyed  to  the  fullest  extent  the  delicious  food  and  the 
pleasant  re-union  with  the  social  intercourse  of  old  and  valued 
friends.  This  event  is  one  always  looked  forward  to  by  the 
delegates.  This  year  the  pleasure  was  enhanced  by  the  presence  of 
W.  M.  Morris,  secretary  of  the  Ontario  School  Trustees  and  Rate- 
payers Association,  as  guest  of  honor. 
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7.30  p.m. 


Grange  called  to  order  with  Past  Master  J.  C.  Dixon  in  the 
chair,  who,  after  a  few  introductory  remarks,  introduced  W.  M. 
Morris,  of  Toronto,  secretary  of  the  Trustees  Association.  His 
address  was  of  the  best  and  listened  to  with  strict  attention  by  the 
members  who  obtained  a  great  deal  of  useful  information  with 
regard  to  the  proposed  Act  to  make  township  boards  compulsory 
in  the  province.  Among  other  points  he  made  were  township 
boards  of  ten  members  would  take  the  place  of  the  present  sectional 
system.  Consolidated  schools  would  benefit  small  schools.  There 
being  891  schools  of  less  than  20  pupils  at  present.  Some  schools 
only  four.  These  must  lack  proper  community  spirit.  Cities  of 
large  population  and  schools  have  only  one  board.  The  township 
system  would  be  an  advantage  to  teachers,  more  uniformity,  also  to 
ratepayers,  equalizing  the  rates.  He  put  very  fairly  both  sides  of 
this  debated  subject.     Many  questions  were  asked  and  answered. 

A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  Mr.  Morris  at  the  close 
on  motion  of  Bros.  Goodfellow  and  Osborn. 

The  Auditor's  Report 

Balance  last  audit $      58   23 

Receipts 

Membership  and  dues 75    80 

Donations    6    00 

Subscriptions  National  Grange  Monthly  2    94 

Memorial  Jabel  Robinson 10    00 

Sales    1   00 

Refund  National  Monthly 50 

$  154  47 
Expenses 

Delegates  R.  R.  fares,  1924 $  62  90 

Subscription  Grange  Monthly 3  70 

Printing    Proceedings " 31  50 

Stamps,  sending  reports 3  25 

$    101    35 
Balance  cash  on  hand $      53    12 

Toronto,  December  7th,  192  5. 
This  certifies   that  I  have  this  day  examined  the  receipts   and 
expenditures  with  vouchers  and  find  that  they  show  a  correct  balance 
on  hand  cash   $53.12. 

W.  F.  W.  FISHER,  Auditor. 

The  auditor,  in  making  his  report,  said  the  books  were  well 
kept  and  easy  to  audit. 

Moved  by  Bro.  Goodfellow,  seconded  by  Bros.  Palmer,  that  the 
auditor's  report  be  adopted.      Carried. 

The  Worthy  Master  then  called  on  Bro.  J.  G.  Lethbridge, 
M.L.A.,  who  said  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour  would  leave  his 
intended  address  for  another  occasion  and  would  give  a  few  ideas 
on  the  questions  so  ably  brought  forward.  He  feelingly  referred 
to  the  beautiful  installation  service  he  had  just  had  the  pleasure  of 
taking  part  in,  embellished  as  it  was  with  the  noblest  of  thoughts. 
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He  was  followed  by  W.  F.  W.  Fisher,  of  Burlington,  noted 
fruit  grower  and  veteran  officer  of  the  Grange,  who  spoke  of  his 
pleasure  in  the  Grange.  The  life  long  friendships  formed  and  the 
far-reaching  influence  of  our  grand  organization.  He  also,  in  his 
own  jocular  way,  referred  briefly  to  the  points  made  during  the 
session  and  hoped  the  deliberations  would  be  productive  of  good 
results. 

Bro.  Howard  Bertram,  of  Midhurst,  was  the  last  speaker,  voic- 
ing the  sentiments  of  all  present  in  complimenting  the  previous 
speakers  and  wishing  for  a  good  and  prosperous  year  for  all  and 
for  the  Grange. 

Moved  by  Bro.  Lethbridge,  seconded  by  Bro.  Goodfellow,  that 
a  letter  of  sympathy  and  wishes  for  his  speedy  recovery  be  sent  to 
Bro.  John  Pritchard,  ex-M.P.,  expressing  the  loss  to  the  debating 
power  of  this  meeting  in  his  absence  through  a  serious  illness. 
Carried. 

Grange  51st  Annual  Session  was  then  closed  in  due  form,  after 
which  a  social  half  hour  was  spent  and  R.  R.  fares  paid  delegates. 

Greetings  Received 

Toronto,  December  12th,  1925. 
I    regret   very    much   that   I   was   unable   to   be   at   the    annual 
meeting  of  the  Dominion  Grange.     The  first  I  have  missed  in  a  long 
while. 

Absence  was  not  due  to  indifference  but  to  the  fact  that  on 
account  of  the  meeting  of  the  shareholders  of  the  Farmers'  Publish- 
ing Co.  it  was  impossible  to  get  down  even  for  a  few  minutes,  but 
with  best  wishes  for  the  Grange. 

Fraternally  yours, 

W.  L.  SMITH 


Peterborough,  February  10th,  192  5. 
It  was  my  hope  that  I  might  have  been  able  to  attend  the 
recent  meeting  in  Toronto  right  up  until  the  day  of  the  meeting, 
but  conditions  arose  that  made  it  impossible  for  me  to  get  away. 
I  had  a  good  deal  of  information  about  the  farming  movement  in  the 
West  which  I  felt  sure  the  members  would  find  interesting,  and 
know  that  I  would  have  enjoyed  the  general  discussions  as  I 
always  do. 

H.  B.  COWAN. 


Guelph,  December  7th,  1925. 
I  hope  you  have  a  good  meeting  and  that  the  farmers'  meetings 
may    make    their    mark.      There    are    many    things    that    could    be 
amended  and  discussion  helps  along. 

W.  McCRAE. 


Harriston,  December  21st,   1925. 
Allow  me  to  express   my  appreciation  of  your  kindly   remem- 
brance of  me  at  the  meeting  of  the  Dominion  Grange. 

Needless  to  say,  it  was  a  disappointment  to  me  not  to  be  able 
to  attend.  My  health  is  improving  after  a  couple  of  months  rest  I 
expect  to  be  as  good  as  new. 

Wishing  you  a  prosperous  New  Year,  I  am, 
Yours   fraternally, 

JOHN  PRITCHARD. 
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